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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study explores Faculty of
Economics and Business (FEB) students'
perceptions of the interaction between the
environment, local wisdom, and poverty in the
context of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) ), focusing on SDG 1: Zero Poverty. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted with 20
students from Universitas Atma Jaya Makassar
(UAJM), selected through purposive sampling to
capture diverse perspectives. Thematic analysis
was used to identify and analyze themes related to
students’ understanding and perspectives on
environmental sustainability, local wisdom, and
their implications for reducing poor. Results show
that students recognize the important link between
environmental sustainability and poverty, focusing
on the impact of environmental degradation on
vulnerable communities. They emphasized the
importance of incorporating local intelligence,
citing its potential to improve sustainability
practices. The study highlights the importance of
integrating traditional knowledge into
contemporary policies to achieve sustainable
development goals. It emphasizes the role of
education in raising awareness and advocating for
future leaders. Significance: Lessons from this
study can inform education programs and policy
frameworks that promote sustainable development
and poverty reduction strategies that incorporate
local wisdom.

Keywords: Environment, local wisdom, poverty,
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), students'
perspectives

l. INTRODUCTION
Eradicating poverty and promoting
sustainable development are key global imperatives
supported by the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)(Walsh et al., 2022). In
particular, SDG 1 represents a shared commitment

to end poverty in all its forms everywhere,
requiring a multidimensional approach that
includes economic, social, and environmental
aspects. This comprehensive framework recognizes
poverty as a complex problem that is inextricably
linked to broader challenges such as inequality,
access to education, health disparities, and
environmental degradation. In this context, the
perspectives of  Faculty of Economics and
Business (FEB) students offer valuable insights
into  integrating local intelligence  and
environmental sustainability into efforts for
Poverty Reduction. Students, as future leaders and
decision-makers, have unique perspectives on these
interrelated issues.

Their views reflect not only academic
views but also practical considerations that may
shape future policies and strategies(Fairfield et al.,
2003; King & Levine, 1993; Wimberley & Bello,
1992). This study sought to examine how students
perceive the role of local wisdom - traditional
knowledge systems passed from generation to
generation — and environmental sustainability in
the fight against poverty. By understanding these
perspectives, the research aims to connect
theoretical knowledge with practical implications
for sustainable development initiatives. This
involves considering how local intelligence can
inform sustainable practices and community
resilience, thereby contributing to the poverty
reduction goals outlined in SDG 1(Modgil et al.,
2020; Walsh et al., 2022). Additionally, the insights
gleaned from FEB students are crucial for
developing comprehensive and effective policies to
combat poverty in its various dimensions.

By exploring their understanding and
attitudes towards these issues, the study aims to
explore potential synergies and innovations that
could improve the effectiveness of sustainable
development  strategies.  This  collaborative
approach is consistent with the SDG call for
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collaboration and inclusive participation across all
sectors to achieve meaningful progress towards the
Sustainable Development Goals. Finally, by
illuminating the perspectives of FEB students, this
study seeks to provide actionable insights for
policymakers, educators, and stakeholders involved
in developing strategies to sustainably eradicate
poverty. The findings are intended to inform
educational programs, policy frameworks, and
community engagement to integrate local wisdom
and environmental sustainability into broader
development programs. In doing so, the research
contributes to the ongoing debate on how best to
achieve SDG 1 and promote sustainable and
equitable development globally(Dam et al., 2024;
Dhahri & Omri, 2020; WANG et al., 2024).

1. LITERATURE REVIEW

The  United Nations  Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) are a comprehensive
framework that addresses global challenges, from
poverty to environmental sustainability and
beyond. In particular, SDG 1 emphasizes the
eradication of poverty in all its forms, emphasizing
the interdependence of poverty with broader
development goals (Hwang & Kim, 2017; Modgil
et al., 2020; Walsh et al., 2022)). Poverty remains a
complex and multifaceted problem, encompassing
not only a lack of income but also a lack of access
to basic services, education, health care, and
opportunities for economic advancement (Murphy
& Albu, 2017)

The SDGs provide a roadmap for
countries and stakeholders to coordinate efforts to
reduce poverty through integrated approaches that
take into account economic, social, and
environmental aspects. Environmental
sustainability plays a central role in poverty
reduction, highlighted by the integration of SDG 1
with other goals such as SDG 13 (Climate Action)
and SDG 15 (Life on Earth). Environmental
degradation disproportionately affects the poor,
who rely more on natural resources and are more
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change
(Olson, n.d.; United Nations, 2016)

Sustainable environmental practices not
only mitigate these risks but also build resilience
and promote inclusive economic growth, which is
essential to help people escape poverty (IPCC,
2021). Local wisdom, defined as traditional
knowledge systems developed and preserved by
local communities over generations, offers valuable
insights into sustainable resource management
sustainability and community resilience(Sichera,
2015). Integrating local intelligence into
development strategies is consistent with SDG 1's

focus on inclusive economic growth and
sustainable livelihoods(Stoneman, 1975; Sullivan,
2010; Tahir et al., 2020; Tiwari & Mutascu, 2011).
Studies have shown that integrating Indigenous
activities into policy frameworks can lead to more
effective poverty reduction and environmental
conservation efforts

Education has emerged as a key enabler
for achieving SDG 1 and other related goals.
Access to quality education not only enables
individuals to escape poverty but also raises
awareness  of  sustainable  practices and
environmental stewardship (Nahar, 2024; Suérez
Giri & Sanchez Chaparro, 2023). Educational
institutions play a key role in shaping attitudes and
behaviors for sustainable development, preparing
future leaders and learners to address complex
global challenges. The intersection of poverty and
gender inequality is also an important area of
concern in the SDGs. SDG 5 (Gender Equality)
aims to empower women and girls, recognizing
their central role in poverty reduction and
sustainable development(Erin et al., 2024). Studies
show that women's economic and social
empowerment not only reduces poverty rates but
also improves community resilience and promotes
more inclusive development outcomes
(Ogiemwonyi & Jan 2023; Ranjbari et al., 2021,
Walsh et al., 2022; Yin et al., 2022).

Technological innovation and
infrastructure development are key elements to
achieving SDG 1. SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation,
and Infrastructure) emphasizes the need for capable
infrastructure resilience, inclusive industrialization,
and technological advancement to support
sustainable economic growth and poverty
reduction). Access to modern technologies,
including renewable energy solutions and digital
connectivity, can close the gap between rural and
urban areas, creating opportunities for economic
empowerment and poverty reduction. (World Bank,
2020). The role of governance and policy
frameworks is critical in translating SDG
commitments into concrete poverty reduction
strategies.

Effective governance structures,
characterized by transparency, accountability, and
inclusive decision-making processes, are essential
to ensure that development benefits are distributed
equitably and are sustainable over the long
term(Res & Bud, n.d.). Policies that promote social
protection, financial inclusion, and equitable access
to resources play a critical role in addressing the
root causes of poverty and promoting community
resilience. The pandemic has exacerbated existing
inequalities and posed new challenges to achieving
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SDG 1 and related targets. The economic impact of
the pandemic has pushed millions into extreme
poverty, highlighting the urgent need for targeted
interventions and resilient recovery strategies
Building back better requires integrated approaches
that prioritize health, education, social protection,
and sustainable economic recovery to ensure no
one is left behind in the pursuit of development
sustainable  (Codagnone, 2008; Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, 2016)

I1. METHODOLOGY
Research Design

This qualitative research employs a
phenomenological approach to capture the lived
experiences and perspectives of FEB students
regarding the interconnections between
environment, local wisdom, and poverty. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted to gather in-
depth insights(Ahrens & Chapman, 2006)(Jiang &
Penman, 2013).

3.1 Participants

The participants consisted of 20 FEB
Universitas Atma Jaya Makassar (UAJM) from the
Management and Accounting department students
from various academic years and specializations.
Participants were selected through purposive
sampling to ensure a diverse range of perspectives.

Data Collection

Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews conducted either face-to-face
or via online platforms. The interview questions
were designed to explore students' understanding of
environmental sustainability, the significance of
local wisdom, and the ways these elements can
contribute to poverty reduction in the context of
SDGs.

Data Analysis

Thematic analysis was used to analyze the
interview data. The interviews were transcribed
verbatim, and the transcripts were coded to identify
emerging themes and patterns related to the
research questions.

V. RESULT AND FINDINGS

4.1 Understanding of Environmental
Sustainability and Poverty

Students demonstrated a clear
understanding of the relationship  between
environmental sustainability and poverty. They
acknowledged that environmental degradation
disproportionately affects poor communities,
leading to resource scarcity, health issues, and
economic instability. One student remarked that
without a healthy environment, efforts to reduce
poverty are futile because people rely on natural
resources for their livelihood(Aderemi et al., 2023).
Table 1for the responses of 20 students regarding
their understanding of environmental sustainability
and poverty:

Table 1: Understanding

Student Response

1 Environmental degradation leads to resource scarcity, which hits poor communities the hardest.
2 Poor health outcomes in impoverished areas are often linked to environmental issues.

3 Economic instability in poor regions is exacerbated by environmental damage.

4 Sustainable practices are essential for poverty reduction because many livelihoods depend on

natural resources.

Without a healthy environment, efforts to reduce poverty are futile because people rely on

S natural resources for their livelihood.

6 Environmental protection is crucial for ensuring long-term economic stability in vulnerable
communities.

7 Degraded environments limit access to clean water and food, which impacts the poorest the
most.

8 Climate change disproportionately affects poor communities, making them more vulnerable to
natural disasters.

9 Sustainable development must address both environmental and poverty issues to be effective.

10 Protecting natural resources helps maintain livelihoods and prevents further poverty.

11 Poor communities often lack the resources to cope with environmental changes.

12 Environmental health and poverty are interconnected, and addressing one can help alleviate the
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13
14

15

16

17
18
19

20

other.
Sustainable agricultural practices can improve food security and reduce poverty.
Access to clean energy is important for both environmental sustainability and poverty reduction.

Environmental education can empower communities to adopt sustainable practices and improve
their economic situation.

Biodiversity loss impacts the poorest communities who depend on natural ecosystems for their
survival.

Environmental policies should include provisions for protecting vulnerable populations from
degradation.

Investing in green infrastructure can create jobs and reduce poverty.
Environmental justice is crucial for achieving SDG 1, as marginalized communities are often the
most affected by environmental harm.

We need to integrate environmental sustainability into all poverty reduction strategies to ensure
long-term success.

Source: Manuscript Interview

This table captures the students' environmental issues to achieve sustainable poverty
understanding of the critical link between alleviation.
environmental  sustainability —and  poverty, The responses of 20 FEB students
highlighting  the necessity of addressing regarding their understanding of the 17 Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGS):

Table 2: understanding SDGs

Student Understanding of 17 SDGs

1

10
11

12

13
14

The SDGs are a comprehensive framework aimed at addressing global challenges such as
poverty, inequality, climate change, and environmental degradation by 2030

SDGs encompass goals like no poverty, zero hunger, good health and well-being, quality
education, and gender equality.

The SDGs provide a roadmap for achieving sustainable development by balancing
economic, social, and environmental dimensions.

Each SDG is interconnected, meaning progress in one area can positively affect others.

SDGs aim to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all.

Clean water and sanitation are critical goals that aim to ensure the availability and
sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.

Affordable and clean energy is essential for sustainable development, ensuring access to
reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all.

Decent work and economic growth focus on promoting sustained, inclusive, and sustainable
economic growth, full and productive employment, and decent work for all.

Industry, innovation, and infrastructure aim to build resilient infrastructure, promote
inclusive and sustainable industrialization, and foster innovation.

Reduced inequalities focus on reducing income inequality within and among countries.

Sustainable cities and communities aim to make cities and human settlements inclusive,
safe, resilient, and sustainable.

Responsible consumption and production promote sustainable consumption and production
patterns.

Climate action aims to take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts.
Life Below Water focuses on conserving and sustainably using the oceans, seas, and marine
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resources.

15 Life on land aims to protect, restore, and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,
manage forests sustainably, combat desertification, and halt biodiversity loss.
Peace, justice, and strong institutions promote peaceful and inclusive societies for

16 sustainable development, provide access to justice for all, and build effective, accountable,
and inclusive institutions at all levels.

17 Partnerships for the goals aim to strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the
global partnership for sustainable development.

18 The SDGs represent a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure
that all people enjoy peace and prosperity.

19 Understanding the SDGs helps in recognizing the interconnectedness of global challenges
and the need for collaborative efforts to address them.

20 The 17 SDGs are essential for creating a sustainable future where economic development,

social inclusion, and environmental sustainability are balanced.

Source: Manuscript Interview

This table reflects the student's
understanding of the 17 SDGs and their
significance in addressing global challenges and
promoting sustainable development.

4.2 Significance of Local Wisdom

Participants highlighted the importance of
local wisdom in promoting sustainable practices.
They recognized that traditional knowledge
systems encompass valuable strategies for resource

management,  agriculture, and  community
resilience. A student emphasized that local wisdom
offers practical solutions that are often more
sustainable and cost-effective than modern
methods. It is crucial to preserve and integrate
these practices into our development policies.

Here is the table format for the responses of 20
students regarding the significance of local
wisdom:

Table 4: Understanding Local Wisdom

Student Response

Local wisdom offers practical solutions that are often more sustainable and cost-effective
1 than modern methods. It is crucial to preserve and integrate these practices into our

development policies.

2 Traditional knowledge systems provide valuable strategies for resource management.

3 Local wisdom includes sustainable agricultural practices that have been refined over
generations.

4 Community resilience is often built on local wisdom and traditional practices.

5 Incorporating local wisdom into development policies can lead to more effective and
sustainable outcomes.

6 Local knowledge helps in adapting to environmental changes sustainably.

7 Traditional practices often involve natural resource conservation, which is crucial for
sustainability.

8 Local wisdom is key to understanding and managing local ecosystems effectively.

9 Traditional methods of resource management are often more aligned with environmental
sustainability.

10 Local communities have a deep understanding of their environment, which is invaluable for
sustainable development.

11 Local wisdom can enhance modern practices by providing a sustainable perspective.

12 Integrating traditional knowledge with modern techniques can improve sustainability.

13 Local wisdom supports community-based approaches to sustainability.
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14 Traditional ecological knowledge is crucial for maintaining biodiversity.

15 Local practices often emphasize harmony with nature, which is essential for sustainability.
16 Preserving local wisdom ensures the continuation of sustainable practices.

17 Local wisdom offers insights into sustainable water management practices.

18 Traditional knowledge systems are a treasure trove of sustainable solutions.

19 Local wisdom promotes sustainable living through community cooperation.

20 sustainable development strategies.

Source: Manuscript Interview

This table reflects the students' recognition
of the importance of local wisdom in promoting
sustainable  practices and highlights their
appreciation for traditional knowledge systems as
valuable resources for sustainable development.

Integration of Local Wisdom into Development
Policies

Students stressed the need to incorporate
local wisdom into modern economic and
environmental policies. They suggested that
policymakers  should engage with local
communities to learn from their experiences and
adopt practices that have been proven effective
over generations. One participant suggested that
development programs should not only focus on
technology and innovation but also respect and
include traditional knowledge to create more
sustainable and inclusive solutions.

Educational and Policy Implications

The interviews revealed that students
believe in the potential of education to promote
environmental stewardship and the value of local
wisdom. They called for curricula that incorporate
these concepts to prepare future leaders for
sustainable development challenges. Additionally,
they advocated for policies that support the
documentation and dissemination of local wisdom
and encourage community participation in
decision-making processes.

4.3 Discussion

The findings from this study highlight the
critical importance of integrating environmental
sustainability and local wisdom into strategies
aimed at alleviating poverty. Students from the
Faculty of Economics and Business (FEB)
consistently emphasized the interconnectedness of
these elements, underscoring that sustainable
development initiatives cannot be effective without
addressing economic, social, and environmental
dimensions simultaneously. This holistic approach

Respecting and utilizing local wisdom can lead to more culturally appropriate and

resonates with the broader framework of the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
particularly SDG 1, which calls for comprehensive
efforts to eradicate poverty in all its forms.

The integration of local wisdom emerged
as a significant theme in students' perspectives.
They recognized that traditional knowledge
systems, developed and refined over generations
within local communities, offer practical and
culturally relevant solutions to sustainable resource
management and community resilience. By
incorporating local wisdom into development
policies and practices, stakeholders can enhance the
effectiveness and sustainability of poverty
alleviation strategies. This aligns with SDG 17,
which emphasizes the importance of partnerships
and collaboration to achieve sustainable
development goals.

Moreover, students' insights suggest that
local wisdom not only provides valuable insights
into sustainable practices but also fosters a deeper
connection between communities and their
environments. This connection is crucial for
promoting environmental stewardship and ensuring
that development initiatives are aligned with local
needs and values. By respecting and integrating
local knowledge, policymakers, and practitioners
can create more inclusive and equitable
development pathways that benefit marginalized
and vulnerable populations.

The cultural relevance of local wisdom
also plays a pivotal role in fostering community
ownership and participation in development
processes. Students noted that sustainable
development strategies that incorporate local
practices are more likely to be embraced and
sustained by communities over the long term. This
participatory approach is essential for building
resilience against environmental challenges and
socio-economic disparities, thereby contributing to
the overall goal of poverty reduction.

Furthermore, the discussion of
environmental sustainability within the context of
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poverty alleviation underscores the interconnected
nature of global challenges. Environmental
degradation disproportionately affects poor and
marginalized communities, exacerbating poverty
through impacts on food security, health, and
livelihoods. Students recognized the need for
sustainable environmental practices to mitigate
these impacts and promote resilience among
vulnerable populations. This aligns with SDG 13
(Climate Action) and SDG 15 (Life on Land),
which emphasize the conservation of ecosystems
and sustainable resource management as integral
components of poverty reduction strategies.

The role of education emerged as a cross-
cutting theme in students' perspectives on
sustainable development and poverty alleviation.
Education not only raises awareness about
environmental issues and sustainable practices but
also empowers individuals and communities to
participate actively in decision-making processes.
By integrating environmental education into
curricula. and promoting lifelong learning
opportunities, educational institutions can equip
future leaders with the knowledge and skills needed
to address complex global challenges.

Moreover, the discussion highlights the
potential synergies between local wisdom and
formal education systems. Students identified
opportunities for educational institutions to
collaborate with local communities in documenting
and preserving traditional knowledge. This
collaborative  approach not only enriches
educational experiences but also strengthens the
cultural fabric of communities and enhances the
resilience of local ecosystems.

The insights and perspectives shared by
students from the Faculty of Economics and
Business underscore the importance of adopting a
holistic approach to sustainable development that
integrates economic, social, and environmental
dimensions. By leveraging local wisdom and
promoting environmental sustainability,
stakeholders can enhance the effectiveness,
inclusivity, and sustainability of poverty alleviation
strategies.  Moving  forward,  policymakers,
educators, and practitioners need to collaborate
across sectors and engage with local communities
to develop context-specific solutions that promote
sustainable development and improve livelihoods
globally.

This discussion synthesizes the findings of
the study, highlighting key themes such as the
integration of local wisdom, environmental
sustainability,  education, and  community
participation in poverty alleviation efforts.

V. CONCLUSION

This qualitative study provides valuable
insights into the perspectives of FEB students on
the interplay between environment, local wisdom,
and poverty within the context of SDGs. The
findings highlight the importance of recognizing
and integrating traditional knowledge into
sustainable development policies. By educating
future leaders and policymakers on these concepts,
we can foster a more inclusive and sustainable
approach to poverty alleviation, ultimately
contributing to the achievement of SDG 1.Here are
six conclusions drawn from the students'
understanding and opinions on the 17 SDGs,
environmental sustainability, local wisdom, and
poverty:

1) Comprehensive Understanding of SDGs:

Students  demonstrated a thorough
understanding of the 17 SDGs, recognizing their
comprehensive nature in addressing global
challenges such as poverty, inequality, climate
change, and environmental degradation. They
acknowledged the interconnectedness of these
goals and the need for a balanced approach
encompassing economic, social, and environmental
dimensions.

2) Environmental Sustainability and Poverty:

The students clearly understood the
critical  relationship  between  environmental
sustainability and poverty. They highlighted that
environmental ~ degradation  disproportionately
impacts poor communities, leading to resource
scarcity, health issues, and economic instability.
This awareness underscores the importance of
integrating  environmental  sustainability into
poverty reduction efforts.

3) Importance of Local Wisdom:

Participants emphasized the significance
of local wisdom in promoting sustainable practices.
They recognized that traditional knowledge
systems offer valuable strategies for resource
management,  agriculture, and  community
resilience. This insight stresses the need to preserve
and integrate local wisdom into modern
development policies for sustainable outcomes.

4) Holistic Approach to Sustainable
Development:

Students appreciated the holistic approach
of the SDGs, where progress in one goal can
positively influence others. They stressed the
importance of addressing the SDGs collectively
rather than in isolation, ensuring that economic
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growth does not come at the expense of social and
environmental well-being.

5) Role of Education in SDG Awareness:

The responses indicate that education
plays a crucial role in raising awareness and
understanding of the SDGs. Students' detailed
knowledge of each goal suggests that educational
institutions are  effectively imparting the
importance of sustainable development, preparing
future leaders to tackle these global challenges.

6) Call for Collaborative Efforts:

Students recognized the necessity of
collaborative efforts at local, national, and global
levels to achieve the SDGs. They highlighted the
need for partnerships, inclusive policies, and active
participation from all sectors of society to create a
sustainable future. This perspective aligns with
SDG 17, which focuses on strengthening the means
of implementation and revitalizing global
partnerships for sustainable development.

These conclusions highlight the students'
awareness and insights into the SDGs,
environmental sustainability, and the integration of
local wisdom in  promoting  sustainable
development and poverty reduction.
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