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I. INTRODUCTION

The teaching of French in Nigerian
polytechnics has long been part of the broader
national strategy to promote multilingualism and
international engagement. While the importance of
French in Nigeria cannot be overstated, the effective
teaching of the language faces several challenges,
particularly in polytechnic institutions. According to
Ajewole, (2025), French, being one of the official
languages of the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) and a global lingua
franca, is vital for Nigeria’s international relations,
trade, and diplomacy.

In an increasingly globalized world,
multilingualism is an asset. French, being one of the
most widely spoken international languages and an
official language in many African countries, holds
substantial importance for Nigerian
students(Adefarasin, V. A. 2025). However, despite
its recognized importance, in Nigeria, numerous
obstacles hinder the effective teaching and learning
of French language in the polytechnics. These
challenges range from inadequate resources and
training to sociocultural attitudes toward foreign
languages and insufficient language immersion
opportunities. Others are technological disruptions,
infrastructural deficiencies, and limited curriculum
integration.

With the advent of the digital age, teaching
methods, student engagement, and resource
accessibility have drastically shifted. This research
seeks to investigate how these changes have
impacted the teaching of French in Nigerian
Polytechnics, with the aim of identifying major
challenges and proposing pragmatic solutions.

Background of the Study

French is one of the most widely spoken
languages in the world and holds a special place in
Africa due to historical, diplomatic, and economic
ties. In West Africa, where Nigeria is geographically
and politically central, proficiency in French offers
significant advantages, including cross-border
communication, regional integration, and

opportunities in diplomacy, trade, and international
relations.

Despite these benefits, the teaching and
learning of French in Nigeria-particularly in the
Polytechnics, which are geared toward technical and
vocational education-have historically received
limited attention. These institutions often prioritize
science, engineering, and technology, with limited
investment in language education. French is
frequently treated as an elective or non-core subject,
leading to under-resourced departments and low
student motivation.

In recent years, the digital age has
revolutionized education worldwide. Tools such as
language learning apps, virtual classrooms,
interactive multimedia, and artificial intelligence
have transformed how languages are taught and
learned. However, the extent to which these digital
advancements have been integrated into the teaching
of French in Nigerian Polytechnics remains unclear.
Moreover, these institutions often face challenges
such as inadequate digital infrastructure, limited
staff training, inconsistent internet access, and lack
of pedagogicalsupport, making it difficult to
modernize language instruction.

This research, therefore, seeks to explore
the specific pedagogical, infrastructural,
technological, and motivational challenges facing
French language education in Nigerian Polytechnics
in this digital era. It also aims to identify possible
solutions and best practices to enhance teaching
effectiveness and student learning outcomes.

Research Aim and Objectives

The aim of the research to critically examine the
challenges of teaching French in Nigerian
Polytechnics in the Digital Age.

The primary objectives of this research are to:

1. To identify the key challenges encountered
by French language instructors in Nigerian
Polytechnics in the digital age.

2. To assess the extent to which digital
technologies are currently integrated into
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the teaching of French in Nigerian
Polytechnics.

3. To evaluate the digital literacy levels of
both French language lecturers and
students in these institutions.

4. To investigate institutional and
infrastructural  barriers  affecting the
effective use of digital resources for
teaching French.

5. To recommend practical strategies for
enhancing the teaching and learning of
French through digital technologies in
Nigerian Polytechnics.

Research Questions
The research aims at providing answers to the
following questions:

1. What are the major challenges faced by
French language instructors in Nigerian
Polytechnics in the context of the digital
age?

2. To what extent are digital tools and
technologies integrated into the teaching of
French in Nigerian Polytechnics?

3. What are the levels of digital literacy
among French language lecturers and
students in Nigerian Polytechnics?

4. What institutional or infrastructural barriers
hinder the effective teaching of French
using digital methods?

5. What strategies or interventions can be
implemented to improve the teaching and
learning of French in the digital era within
Nigerian Polytechnics?

Rationale and Significance of the Research

There are several compelling reasons for
undertaking this research. These include:French
language is relevant at both regional and global
levels. As matter of fact, Nigeria shares borders with
several Francophone countries. As such, the ability
to communicate in French is not just an academic
exercise but a critical skill for diplomacy, business,
and regional cooperation. Enhancing French
language education in Polytechnics, where many
future technicians and professionals are trained, is of
strategic importance.

In addition, while there is growing research
on ICT in education and foreign language
instruction in Nigerian universities, there is a lack of
in-depth studies focusing on Polytechnics. As the
global education sector transitions to digital
platforms, many Nigerian institutions (especially
Polytechnics) struggle to keep up. Therefore,
understanding the specific technological gaps in

French instruction can inform more equitable digital
education policies and resource allocation.

The research will also highlight the digital
literacy needs of language instructors and promote
the adoption of modern, tech-enhanced teaching
methods that can improve student engagement and
performance.

In sum, the research study will be of
immense benefits to (i) Educators, by highlighting
challenges and offering training-oriented solutions;
(i}) Students, through enhanced instructional
methods and learning outcomes; and (iii) Future
researchers by contributing to the literature on
digital language education in developing nations
like Nigeria.

II.  Literature Review

The digital revolution has significantly
reshaped education globally, influencing curriculum
delivery, pedagogy, and access to knowledge.
Language education, including the teaching of
French as a foreign language, has experienced
profound shifts, with digital tools offering both new
opportunities and fresh challenges. In Nigeria,
however, particularly within Polytechnic
institutions, the integration of these digital
advancements into French language instruction
remains inconsistent and under-researched.

French was adopted as Nigeria’s second
official language in 1996, underscoring its
importance in regional and international affairs
(Nwagbo, 2014). Despite this policy recognition,
French language education faces multiple systemic
issues. Findings from research by Wagner(2022),
show that French is often taught as a general studies
(GNS) course, resulting in low student motivation
and inadequate institutional support. In addition,
Adeniyi (2023)asserts that in non-university
institutions like Polytechnics, French lacks visibility
and funding, despite its potential value in trade,
diplomacy, and regional cooperation. Most students
view it as a peripheral subject, further undermining
its perceived importance.

Polytechnics in Nigeria are designed
primarily to provide technical and vocational
education. This explains why language courses such
as French are often treated as supplementary rather
than integral to professional development. While the
National Board for Technical Education (NBTE)
includes French in the -curriculum of some
Polytechnic programs, the implementation is weak
due to insufficient staffing, limited instructional
materials, and poor student interest (OkonWhile the
National Board for Technical Education (NBTE)
includes French in the curriculum of some
Polytechnic programs, the implementation is weak
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due to insufficient staffing, limited instructional
materials, and poor student interest (Okonkwo,
2020)While the National Board for Technical
Education (NBTE) includes French in the
curriculum of some Polytechnic programs, the
implementation is weak due to insufficient staffing,
limited instructional materials, and poor student
interest (Okonkwo, 2020)While the National Board
for Technical Education (NBTE) includes French in
the curriculum of some Polytechnic programs, the
implementation is weak due to insufficient staffing,
limited instructional materials, and poor student
interest. Oyetade (2020)’s research reveals that even
where French is taught, pedagogical approaches are
largely traditional, relying on rote learning and
outdated  textbooks, which limits learner
engagement and communicative competence.

Globally, the integration of ICT into
language teaching has improved access to
interactive tools like language apps, e-learning
platforms, video conferencing, and virtual language
labs. Chapelle (2005) explains that technology
enables authentic language learning environments,
enhancing student motivation and performance. In
Nigeria,Musa, et al (2025) highlight that although
language instructors recognize the potential of
digital tools, most lack the training and
infrastructure to effectively implement them. In the
African context, UNESCO (2023)observes that the
digital transformation of education has widened the
gap between wurban and rural institutions,
particularly in language instruction.

Several studies point to the systemic
barriers inhibiting the digital transformation of
French language instruction in Nigeria. For
example, Adedeji(2019), in his research, identifies
poor internet connectivity, lack of institutional
funding, and limited digital literacy among
instructors as critical issues. Moreover, the digital
divide between wurban and rural Polytechnics
exacerbates inequality in access to quality

education.Students are also confronted with some
challenges. As found out by Umeh and Okoro
(2022),Nigerian students often lack personal access
to devices or stable internet, making e-learning
initiatives ineffective or unsustainable.Furthermore,
many French teachers in Nigeria are not proficient
in using modern digital teaching tools, which limits
their ability to incorporate multimedia, or virtual
collaboration into their instruction (Ogunleye,
2020). This skill gap reduces the effectiveness of
digital teaching even where infrastructure is
available.

In summary, while there is considerable research on
ICT in Nigerian education, few studies specifically
address French language teaching and learning in
the Polytechnics, especially in relation to digital
tools. Most existing literature focuses on secondary
schools or universities, overlooking the unique
challenges of specialized institutions like the
polytechnics.

III. Research Methodology
The study will adopt a mixed-methods approach,
combining both quantitative and qualitative data
collection techniques to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the challenges.
Sample Population
The study will focus on selected polytechnics in the
six geopolitical regions in Nigeria, especially those
offering French language courses. A polytechnic
will be selected from each region for the purpose of
this research.
The target population will involve (i) Students who
are currently enrolled in French language courses;
(i1) Lecturers who teach in the polytechnics; and (iii)
Administrative personnel.
Institutions: 6 polytechnics (1 per zone)
Participants: 120 students + 12 French lecturers
and 6 Heads of Departments
Sampling Technique: Purposive sampling

Region Suggested Polytechnic State

North Central Federal Polytechnic, Bida Niger State

North West Kaduna Polytechnic Kaduna State

South West Yaba College of Technology Lagos State

(YABATECH)

South South Delta State Polytechnic Ozoro Delta State

South South Federal Polytechnic, Auchi Edo State

South East Federal Polytechnic, Oko Anambra
State
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Data Collection Methods

Data will be collected through Surveys and
Interviews.  For  the  surveys,  structured
questionnaires will be distributed to students and
teachers to gather quantitative data on their
experiences, challenges, and attitudes toward French
language education. Semi structures interviews will
be conducted with French instructors, students, and
administrative personnel to collect qualitative data
on their perspectives and insights into the barriers to
effective teaching and learning of French language
in Nigerian polytechnics in the digital era. Data will
also be collected through direct observations of
some French language classes in order to assess
teaching methods, student engagement, and the use
of digital resources during lessons.

Data Analysis

Qualitative data will be coded and analyzed
thematically to identify recurring themes and
patterns while quantitative data will be analyzed
using descriptive statistics.

Expected Research Outcomes

Based on this comprehensive research
project, the expected results are envisioned as a
clear, practical, and insightful picture of the current
state of French language teaching in Nigerian
polytechnics during this digital era. The findings
will go beyond simply listing problems; they will
offer a nuanced understanding of the interplay
between people, resources, and technology.

First, the study will produce a detailed
profile of the key challenges from the perspective of
the French lecturers themselves. This will move
from general assumptions to specific, documented
issues—whether it’s a lack of training on specific
software, frustration with intermittent electricity
during lessons, or the difficulty of practicing
conversational French in large, under-resourced
classes. We will gain a clear sense of what it’s truly
like to teach French in these institutions today.

Second, the research will map the actual
landscape of digital integration. Rather than
assuming no technology is used, it will reveal the
specific tools that have been adopted, even in basic
forms, and the significant gaps that remain. We will
understand if usage is limited to PowerPoint
presentations or extends to language labs, apps, or
online collaboration. Crucially, it will measure the
digital comfort zone of both teachers and students,
identifying whether the main barrier is access to
tools, knowledge of how to use them pedagogically,
or a simple lack of confidence.

Third, a major output will be a diagnosis of
the institutional hurdles. The findings will clarify
whether challenges stem primarily from national

policy, polytechnic administration priorities, or
sheer infrastructural deficit. This will help
distinguish between problems that lecturers can
solve within their classrooms and those requiring
broader intervention from department heads or
government bodies.

Ultimately, the most valuable result will be
a set of targeted, actionable recommendations.
These will not be generic calls for "more
technology," but prioritized strategies tailored to the
reality uncovered. Suggestions may include cost-
effective digital tools that work with low bandwidth,
specific training modules for lecturers focusing on
practical classroom applications, or proposals for
revised curriculum components that blend technical
studies with French for specific professions. The
final output will be a compelling document that
serves as both a wake-up call and a roadmap for
educators, administrators, and policymakers to
collaboratively enhance the learning of this
strategically vital language in Nigeria’s polytechnic
system.
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