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ABSTRACT

Lokoja the administrative Capital of Kogi State
was severely affected by 2012 flood but financial
constraints and poverty remains a significant
barrier to housing reconstruction.

Despite a wide availability of reconstruction
options, many of the victims of 2012 flood cannot
reconstruct their buildings. Qualitative research
results showed that perceived barriers to post-flood
disaster housing reconstruction are: mistrust
authorities and professionals, lack of access and
Unrealistic time frame, lack of involvement of the
flood victims and business closing. It is important
that government should address potential barriers
to post-disaster-housing reconstruction in order to
reduce the suffering of the victims.

Keywords: Perceived barriers, post-flood disaster,
housing reconstruction and flood victims.

l. INTRODUCTION

Unlike most normal Construction projects,
post disaster housing reconstruction projects are
diverse in nature, have unique social-cultural and
economical requirements and are extremely
dynamic, and thus necessitate a meaningful and
dynamic response (Davidsonet Al 2007; Zekeri,
2021). Post flood disaster housing reconstruction
practices that lack strategy compatible with the
severity of disaster, community culture and
socioeconomic  requirements, environmental
conditions, government legislations, technical and
technological situations frequently fail to operate
and respond effectively to the needs of the wider
affected population (Haigh and Amaratunga, 2010).
As an extension of the previous research on post-

flood disaster housing reconstruction after 2022
flood (Zekerietal, 2025), the purpose of the current
research is to explore perceived barriers that hinder
shousing reconstruction after 2022 flood in Lokoja
Kogi State, Nigeria.

The concept used in this research stresses
the need to see situation from the point of view of
the people who are init-Thus, it directs the
investigator to seek out and listen to the flood
victims own statements of their experiences. The
voices of the victims who participated in this study
have important implications for the policy makers
interested in eliminating barriers to post-flood
disaster housing reconstruction experience by the
flood victims.

1.
STUDY AREA

Lokoja, the administrative capital of Kogi
State was chosen as an ideal case study for the
research examining the prevalence and severity of
flood disaster because it was severely affected by
2012, 2021and 2022 flood disaster. Lokoja is
located at the Confluence of rivers Niger and
Benue. Community members within Lokoja are
largely affected by 2022 flood disaster that caused
considerable damage to their properties building
inclusive.

METHODOLOGY

DATA COLLECTION

Qualitative methods was used for the
study. Focus group discussion was conducted
among the 2022 flood victims in Lokoja. In 2024, 4
Focus groups and personal interview were
conducted with130 flood victims focusing on the
general perceptions of their well-being and barriers
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they encountered in rebuilding their houses back
better. Focus group used in this study are not
intended to statistically represent the study
population, but are appropriate techniques in
situation where highly efficient collection of
exploratory data is necessary.

The focus groups discussions in this
research provide the voice, the presence, and
perspective of 2022 flood victims.

DATA ANALYSIS

Content Analysis was used in the study to
analyze the data. Content analysis produces are
latively systematic and comprehensive summary of
the data as a whole.

1. FINDINGS OF THE STUDY
Perceived Barriers to post-flood disaster
housing reconstruction. Overall, the flood victims
had experienced some barriers to post-flood
disaster housing reconstruction.

1. Housing Insurance:

One of the many reasons given as barriers
to housing reconstruction after the flood disaster is
lack of housing insurance. Most of the focus group
participants believed that lack of housing insurance
by the victims explains significant part of the
barrier hindering there construction of their houses.
They believed that a high percentage of the flood
victims in Lokoja are uninsured.

2. Financial Constraints and Poverty

Interestingly, another common context,
other than housing insurance that was routinely
heard in focus groups, was poverty and financial
constraints. Most participants said that in Kogi
State, housing funds are unequally distributed after
the disaster on the basis of socioeconomic status.
Money or lack of it, explains much of the disparity
in accessing housing fund. Poverty restricts
opportunity for individuals to find employment
with good pay and provide for themselves.

3. Mistrust of Authorities and Professionals

Another issue that came out of the
interviews and discussions is mistrust in authorities
and construction professionals especially when
housing reconstruction is seen as away to meet
administrative targets rather than the need of the
people.

4. Lack of Access and Unrealistic time Frames
Another issue that also came out of the
interviews and discussions is lack of access and

unrealistic time frames. Difficulty in accessing aid
due to distance or other logistical hurdles serve as a
strong barrier to housing reconstruction. A long
time may pass before temporary housing is
provided or permanent reconstruction begins,
causing prolong suffering and uncertainty.

5. Lack of Involvement

One of the barrier is lack of victim
participation. Most times, flood victims are
excluded from decision making and when victims
are not included in the planning and design process,
which can lead to projects that are not what they
need or want.

6. Business Closings:

Business closings is another issue that
came out during focus group meetings. Many
businesses closes and relocated to another areas
because their businesses was greatly affected by
2022 flood and most of their employees were left
unemployed. Business closings are common in this
area and operate as a significant barrier to
employment thereby serve as barriers to housing
reconstruction. Jobs that pay a living wage are less
available because the area is likely to find favour
only with employers who are seeking a low wage
relatively unskilled pool of labour. The lack of
desirable employment alternatives is another
barrier that hinders most flood victims from
reconstructing their houses since 2012.

7. Household Food Insecurity

Food in security also makes it difficult for
individuals to solve his/her housing need problem
after flood disaster. Food in secure individuals
maybe struggling to put food on the table to the
detriment of the housing need and it can lead to
worsening conditions.

V. CONCLUSION

In summary, in the focus group
discussions  victims reported that financial
constraints, lack of housing insurance, mistrust of
authorities and professionals, lack of access and
unrealistic time frame and food in security are
significant barriers to housing reconstruction.

What is needed to remove these barriers is
to focus on the fundamental requirements for social
well-being of the flood victims, namely jobs and
income. Jobs and income are needed to meet the
needs of the victims but also to remove barriers to
housing reconstruction.
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