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Abstract: In the context of industrialization,
modernization, and international integration, the
Vietnamese family value system is undergoing
significant transformations, directly impacting
students' awareness. This article analyzes the
manifestations of students' awareness regarding the
contemporary Vietnamese family value system
across various dimensions: knowledge, attitudes,
beliefs, and behaviors; while clarifying influencing
factors such as family, school, society, traditional
culture, media, and globalization. On this basis, the
article proposes several orientations aimed at raising
students' awareness of the Vietnamese family value
system in the current context.
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I. Introduction

In the context of industrialization,
modernization, and international integration, the
Vietnamese family value system is undergoing
numerous transformations under the impact of the
market economy, digital media, and global cultural
exchange. Alongside traditional values that continue
to be preserved, many new concepts regarding
marriage, family, gender equality, and individual
rights are also becoming increasingly popular,
creating shifts in the awareness and lifestyle of the
younger generation.

Students are a force distinctly affected by
these transformations. The process of accessing
modern values helps students develop a more open
awareness of family, yet it also poses the risk of
undermining or deviating from social norms when
internalizing  traditional ~ values.  Therefore,
researching students' awareness of the contemporary
Vietnamese family value system holds substantial
significance in both theory and practice. Based on the
analysis of awareness manifestations and the factors
influencing students' awareness of the Vietnamese
family value system, this article contributes to
clarifying the issues raised in value education for
students today, thereby proposing orientations to
raise students' awareness in the new context.

II. Content

2.1. Concepts of the contemporary Vietnamese
family value system

If individual family values are separate
elements that manifest goodness within the life of each
specific family, the family value system is a broader,
more structural, and highly generalized category. It
reflects the linkage of values within a unified whole,
playing an orienting and regulatory role for all family
relationships and activities, thereby contributing to
maintaining  social  stability and sustainable
development. Approaching from the sociology of the
family, authors Le Ngoc Van and Bui Thi Huong Tram
clearly point out that: The family value system is a
system of values selected and pursued by the family in
life, including values in the realms of economic-
material and physical life; interpersonal relationships;
and spiritual, mental, and religious-belief life [4]. The
authors emphasize the systemic nature of these values,
which are formed by three fundamental components:
economic-material and physical values, namely the
relationship with the natural environment; behavioral
values between individuals, namely social relations;
and spiritual, mental, and religious-belief values,
namely the inner life.

From a cultural perspective, author Vu Thi
Phuong Hau argues that: “The family value system is
a system of conceptions regarding the best and most
meaningful aspects of family life. The family value
system is formed, maintained, and developed through
the process of interaction among family members
during the fulfillment of family functions, as well as
in the behavioral relationships between the family
and the social community, and with the natural
environment. From there, it becomes an ideal and a
belief, playing a guiding role for human thoughts and
actions in every aspect of family life” [3, p.158].

From the above approaches, it can be seen
that the family value system should be viewed as a
totality of norms, principles, and ideals that orient
behavior and regulate relationships among family
members, while simultaneously reflecting the socio-
economic conditions and cultural foundations of each
historical period. Consequently, it encompasses both
the traditional family value system and the modern
family value system. Specifically, the traditional
Vietnamese family value system was formed within
an agricultural society, profoundly influenced by
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Confucianism, village culture, and East Asian ethics,
taking communality and stability as its foundation.
The family was considered a unified whole, wherein
the collective interests of the family and lineage were
routinely prioritized over individual interests; blood
relations and ancestor worship held a central role.
Moral standards such as filial piety, respect for elders
and yielding to juniors, conjugal fidelity, and the
responsibility of raising children reflected the order,
hierarchy, and obligations within the family, while
emphasizing individual sacrifice and
intergenerational ~ continuity to  ensure the
sustainability of the traditional family. Conversely,
the modern family value system has emerged within
the context of industrialization, modernization, the
market economy, and globalization, heavily impacted
by technological advancements, shifting its core
focus toward the individual and quality of life. The
modern family promotes individual rights, freedom
of marriage, gender equality, and respect for privacy;
relationships between spouses, parents, and children
have become increasingly democratic, dialogic, and
collaborative in sharing responsibilities. Moving
beyond merely performing economic or social
reproductive functions, the modern family also serves
as a space for satisfying emotional, psychological,
and self-actualizing needs, while demonstrating
openness and flexible adaptability to social changes
and the diversity of family models.

In essence, the traditional and modern
family value systems are not in absolute opposition
but exist in a relationship of inheritance and
transformation. In the current context of Vietnam, the
imperative is not to negate traditional values, but to
filter sustainable values (filial piety and gratitude,
responsibility, family affection, intergenerational
cohesion) and integrate them with the progressive
values of the modern family (equality, democracy,
respect for the individual, quality of life), aiming to
build a Vietnamese family value system that both
preserves national identity and aligns with the
requirements of sustainable development in the new
era.

Thus, the family value system can be
characterized by the following features:

First, totality and systematically structured
nature. The family value system is not a discrete
collection of values, but a structured whole. Values
such as benevolence, fidelity, filial piety and
gratitude, responsibility, and respect form an
interconnected system that interacts mutually and is
organized according to a certain hierarchy of
priorities.

Second, sustainability and
intergenerational inheritance. The family serves as
both the repository and the conduit for transmitting

the core values of the nation. This continuity provides
stability and historical permanence to the family
value system, though it simultaneously undergoes
transformations driven by socio-economic and
cultural shifts.

Third, orientation toward personality
development and social relations. The family value
system functions as a normative framework guiding
the behavior of its members, particularly the younger
generation. These values contribute to personality
formation, regulate internal family dynamics, and
establish the bedrock for social stability.

From the aforementioned arguments, the
family value system can be understood in the
following sense: The family value system is a totality
of material and spiritual values formed and
maintained within the family, interconnected within a
specific structure to orient behavior, regulate
relationships, and ensure the stability and
development of the family in alignment with societal
nO¥ms.

2.2. Manifestations and factors influencing
students' awareness of the Vietnamese family
value system

2.2.1. Manifestations of students' awareness of the
family value system

In the context of Vietnamese society
undergoing profound transformations under the
impact of industrialization, modernization, and
globalization, the family value system is also
constantly  shifting. Therefore, building and
developing the Vietnamese family value system in
the new era is an extremely vital issue for the overall
development of the country. On this basis, the
Communist Party of Vietnam determined to: “build
and implement synchronously the national value
system, cultural value system, family value system,
and human standards of the Vietnamese people,
meeting the development requirements of the new
phase” [2, tr.89].

Students - the young intellectual force—are
a group distinctly affected by these transformations.
Students' awareness of the family value system not
only reflects their level of internalizing tradition but
also demonstrates their tendency to adapt to modern
values. This awareness is manifested through four
fundamental dimensions: knowledge, attitudes and
perspectives, beliefs and degree of prioritization,
along with behavioral conduct and future
orientations.

First, regarding knowledge

As of 2024, the entire country had 243
universities (176 public and 67 private). Accordingly,
the scale of higher education reached 2,355,711
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students, an increase of 319,022 students compared
to 2023. The number of students in public universities
was 1,819,416, while that of non-public universities
was 536,295 [5]. The majority of students today
possess a relatively adequate knowledge of the core
values of the Vietnamese family. They are aware of
traditional norms such as filial piety toward parents,
respect for elders, conjugal fidelity in spousal
relationships, as well as the cohesion among family
members. Beyond merely "knowing," students also
understand the particularly vital role of the family in
shaping the personality, morality, and lifestyle of
each individual. The family is perceived as the
primary and most enduring educational environment,
exerting a profound influence on comprehensive
human development. Furthermore, students are
acutely aware of the changes in contemporary
Vietnamese family models, such as the trend toward
nuclear families, the reduction in the number of
cohabiting generations, or the shifting roles among
members. However, the depth of this knowledge is
not entirely uniform; a segment of students
approaches traditional values selectively, sometimes
even in a simplified or not truly profound manner.

Second, regarding attitudes and
perspectives

Students, in general, tend to hold a positive
evaluation toward the good values of the Vietnamese
family. They endorse standards such as love, care,
responsibility among members, and particularly filial
piety. Concurrently, students demonstrate a clear
critical attitude toward elements deemed outdated or
no longer appropriate in modern society, such as
patriarchal ideology, gender inequality, or coercion in
marriage. A prominent feature in students' awareness
is the tendency to promote equality and democracy
within the family. They maintain that members need
to be respected, possess the right to express their
opinions, and participate in collective decisions. This
perspective reflects a shift from the traditional family
model to the modern family model, wherein
individual factors are more highly valued yet remain
positioned within a harmonious relationship with the
collective.

Third, regarding beliefs and degree of
prioritization

The majority of students continue to believe
that the family is one of the most sustainable and
paramount values in life. The family is perceived not
only as a place to satisfy material needs but also as a
psychological anchor-a sanctuary where individuals
find safety, love, and sharing. However, in the
modern context, students' degree of prioritizing the
family exhibits a certain differentiation. A segment
still places the family at the center, viewing it as the
ultimate goal and driving force for their endeavors.

Meanwhile, other students tend to strike a balance
between family and personal values such as career,
freedom, and self-development. This divergence
reflects the diversity in awareness as well as the
influence of social, cultural, and individual factors on
students' value systems.

Fourth, regarding behavioral conduct and
future orientations

Students' awareness is manifested quite
clearly through specific actions in daily life. Many
students maintain a respectful and caring attitude
toward their parents, regularly keeping in touch and
sharing with their families, especially under the
conditions of studying away from home. They are
also conscious of their responsibility to study and
cultivate themselves to contribute to improving
family life in the future. Regarding long-term
orientations, students increasingly tend to construct a
family model based on values such as happiness,
equality, mutual respect, and love. They highly value
voluntary marriage stemming from love and
compatibility, rather than being subjected to
arrangement or pressure from the family.
Simultaneously, the trend of delayed marriage, with
an emphasis on  preparing financially,
psychologically, and in terms of life skills, is also
becoming increasingly prevalent among students.

In summary, students' awareness of the
Vietnamese family value system is comprehensively
manifested through four dimensions: knowledge,
attitudes-perspectives, beliefs, and behaviors.
Overall, students not only inherit good traditional
values but also flexibly adjust them to align with the
contemporary social context. This combination of
tradition and innovation within their awareness not
only reflects the characteristics of the younger
generation but also contributes to shaping the future
face of the Vietnamese family.

2.2.2. Factors influencing students' awareness of
the Vietnamese family value system

Students' awareness of the Vietnamese
family value system is a complex process, governed
by various factors within a constantly changing social
context, including:

First, family, school, and society

First and foremost, the family, as the
primary and most important environment of
socialization, exerts a foundational influence on the
formation of each individual's awareness. Therefore,
the Communist Party of Vietnam determined that:
“The family is the cell of society, playing a very
important role in the cause of building a new regime,
a new economy, and new humans” [1, p.47]. From
early childhood, individuals are exposed to norms,
behavioral rules, and moral values through the
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upbringing provided by parents, grandparents, and
other family members. Traditional values such as
filial piety, respect for elders and yielding to juniors,
and intergenerational love and cohesion are not only
communicated through words but also manifested
through daily behaviors and lifestyles. It is precisely
the alignment or contradiction between the teachings
and actions of family members that directly affects
how students perceive and evaluate the family value
system. A well-ordered family that promotes care,
sharing, and responsibility will contribute to shaping
a positive and profound awareness of the role and
meaning of the family; conversely, families that lack
cohesion or harbor numerous conflicts may lead
students to develop distorted or skeptical views of
traditional values.

Alongside the family, the school plays an
important role in consolidating and developing
students' awareness of the Vietnamese family value
system. Through subjects such as pedagogy,
sociology, or modules related to life skills, students
gain access to scientific and systematic knowledge
about the family, its functions, and the core values
that need to be preserved. Moving beyond mere
theory, schools also organize extracurricular
activities, seminars, and thematic workshops on
morality and lifestyle, thereby creating opportunities
for students to exchange, discuss, and independently
form their personal perspectives. The orienting role
of lecturers is also crucial, as they are not only
conveyers of knowledge but also shapers of thinking,
helping students distinguish between sustainable
values and transitory trends. When the school
effectively fulfills its function of comprehensive
education, students will have the opportunity to
develop their awareness in a balanced manner, both
inheriting tradition and adapting to the requirements
of modern society.

Furthermore, social factors exert a powerful
impact on students' awareness. In the context of
urbanization, industrialization, and modernization,
the structure and functions of the Vietnamese family
have undergone numerous changes. The nuclear
family model has become increasingly prevalent,
replacing multi-generational families, and the roles of
family members have experienced a distinct shift,
particularly the role of women. These
transformations have led to shifts in conceptions
regarding the responsibilities, obligations, and rights
of each individual within the family. Simultaneously,
social norms and public opinion also contribute to
shaping how students perceive family values. When
society promotes equality, individual freedom, and
the right to choose, students tend to view the family
not merely as a place of binding responsibilities but
also as a space for self-development and the pursuit

of personal happiness. However, in the absence of
proper orientation, these changes can lead to the
decline or misinterpretation of traditional values.

Second, national traditional culture

The factor of national traditional culture is
also a source of profound and enduring influence on
students' awareness. Throughout thousands of years
of history, the Vietnamese family has formed and
preserved many sustainable values, such as filial
piety, fidelity, a sense of responsibility, sacrifice for
loved ones, and community consciousness. These
values are transmitted through customs, practices,
rituals, folk songs, proverbs, and other forms of
cultural activities. No matter how society changes,
these values continue to function as a ""core" orienting
human behavior and awareness. For students,
accessing and internalizing traditional cultural values
provides them with a foundation to properly evaluate
the role of the family, while knowing how to cherish
and preserve good values in modern life. However, in
the context of globalization, the unselective
internalization of alien cultures may erode or distort
these traditional values.

Third, media and technology

An unignorable factor is the influence of
media and technology, especially social networks. As
0f 2025, Vietnam's Internet speed was among the Top
20 globally; the 5G coverage rate reached nearly 59%
of the population, and the proportion of the adult
population using smartphones was estimated at
81.5%; establishing the National Data Center No. 1
[6]. On this basis, students today have access to
information from various sources, such as movies,
television programs, digital platforms, and online
content. The images and stories about family
portrayed in the media can contribute to broadening
knowledge, helping students access various family
models across the world. However, its downside is
the proliferation of distorted concepts that promote
extreme individualism or dismiss traditional values.
If students lack information-filtering skills and
critical thinking, they are easily influenced by
inappropriate role models, thereby forming biased
awareness regarding the role and meaning of the
family. Therefore, equipping students with the ability
to selectively internalize information is extremely
essential.

Fourth, integration and globalization

The process of integration and globalization
in Vietnam became distinct since the "Doi Moi"
(Renovation) undertaking in 1986, when the
Communist Party of Vietnam initiated the line of
comprehensive national renovation at the 6th
National Congress. To date, spanning 40 years of
renovation, the Resolution of the 14th National
Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam
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continues to affirm: “Proactively and actively
integrating into the international community in a
comprehensive, deep, synchronous, and effective
manner to promote the country's new potential,
position, and prestige, creating an important driving
force for rapid and sustainable national development
and the firm defense of the Fatherland” [2, p.119].
The process of integration and globalization has
profoundly impacted students' awareness of the
Vietnamese family value system in both positive and
negative directions. Exposure to diverse cultures
introduces many new concepts regarding marriage,
family, gender equality, and individual rights. Values
such as freedom of choosing a life partner, respect for
differences, and shared responsibilities within the
family are accepted and supported by many students.
This contributes to enriching and modernizing the
awareness of family. However, the influx of alien
values can also generate conflict with traditional
values, particularly when new concepts have not been
appropriately adjusted to the Vietnamese cultural
context. Therefore, harmonizing tradition and
modernity is an important imperative in the process
of shaping students' awareness.

Fifth, students’individual factors

Alongside objective factors, students
themselves are active agents in the process of shaping
their own awareness. Educational level, life
experiences, personal background, individual needs,
and unique value systems all influence how they
approach and evaluate family values. Students with
richer practical experiences, who have participated in
social activities or had opportunities to experience
diverse environments, often possess a more
multidimensional and profound perspective.
Conversely, students lacking experience or showing
minimal interest in social issues may develop a
simplified, one-sided awareness. Particularly during
youth, a developmental stage when individuals are
forming and asserting their identity, students tend to
question, critique, and redefine previously
internalized values. This serves as both an
opportunity to develop independent awareness and a
challenge if proper orientation is absent.

2.3. Issues raised regarding students' awareness of
the contemporary family value system

In the context of profound transformations
in economic, social, and cultural life, students'
awareness of the Vietnamese family value system is
being influenced by various dimensions. Alongside
positive shifts in accessing modern values, reality
also poses multiple issues requiring attention in the
process of shaping and orienting students' awareness
of the family today.

First and foremost, a prominent issue is the
decline or erosion of certain traditional family values
within the awareness of a segment of students. Under
the impact of modern lifestyles and individualization
trends, many students tend to prioritize individual
freedom, experiential needs, and self-development
over family responsibilities. This leads to shifts in
conceptions regarding the relationships among
family members, obligations toward parents and
grandparents, as well as the role of the family in
personal life. Certain values such as sacrifice,
communality, or intergenerational cohesion are no
longer perceived as comprehensively as in the past.

Concurrently, students' awareness of the
family value system also exhibits manifestations of
unevenness and a lack of true depth. Although many
students understand and endorse traditional values
such as filial piety, love, and responsibility, the
translation of this awareness into actual behavior
remains limited. In daily life, there persist
expressions of apathy in family communication, a
lack of sharing with parents, or a heavy reliance on
relationships within cyberspace. This demonstrates a
certain gap between awareness and action in
practicing family values.

Another noteworthy issue is the powerful
impact of media and social networks on students'
awareness of the family. Regular exposure to new
cultural trends and modern conceptions of marriage,
love, and individual lifestyles grants students a more
open perspective, yet it also harbors the risk of
unselective internalization of alien values. Certain
online content tends to promote individualism,
absolute freedom, or dismiss family responsibilities,
thereby affecting how students view the role and
meaning of the family in modern society.

Furthermore, the process of international
integration and social transformation also generates a
certain conflict between traditional and modern
values within students' awareness. While many new
values—such as gender equality, respect for the
individual, and freedom of choice—need to be
positively  internalized, harmonizing modern
elements with traditional cultural standards remains
an ongoing challenge. A segment of students tends to
view traditional values, such as family attachment,
responsibility toward parents, or marital stability, as
rigid or outdated, thereby giving rise to deviations
from norms in value awareness.

The aforementioned issues indicate that
orienting and raising students' awareness of the
contemporary Vietnamese family value system is a
necessary imperative. This not only contributes to
preserving the fine traditional cultural values of the
nation but also helps students form a healthy,
humane, and responsible lifestyle within the context
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of modern society. Therefore, the Communist Party
of Vietnam clearly pointed out: “Comprehensively
developing Vietnamese humans in terms of morality,
intellect, national consciousness, civic responsibility,
respect for the law, creative capacity, aesthetics,
physical health, life skills, vocational skills, and
digital skills” [2, p.99].

Duéi diy 1a ban dich tiéng Anh hoc thuat
hoan chinh cho muc 2.4 (muc giai phap). Ban dich
sir dung vin phong nghi luin trang trong, ciu triic
ciu chiit ché ciia cac dé xuit chinh sach xa hdi va
gido duc, dong thoi giir nguyén trich din cia Pai
hoi XIV trong diu ngoic kép theo diing yéu ciu
cua co:

2.4. Solutions to raise students' awareness of the
contemporary Vietnamese family value system

In the context of the Vietnamese family
value system being heavily influenced by the market
economy, globalization, and digital media, raising
students' awareness of family values holds paramount
significance for the process of shaping the
personality, lifestyle, and social responsibility of the
younger generation. To achieve this goal, it is
essential to implement a synchronous combination of
multiple solutions.

First and foremost, it is necessary to enhance
the school's role in educating students on the family
value system. The school is not only a place for
professional knowledge training but also functions to
educate morality and lifestyle, and orient values for
learners. Therefore, it is crucial to strengthen the
integration of family education, morality, and
behavioral culture into appropriate subjects,
particularly political theory modules, life skills, and
civic education. Concurrently, educational methods
need to be innovated toward increasing experiential
and dialogic elements linked with practical life,
thereby helping students internalize a deeper
awareness of the family's role in modern society.

Alongside instructional activities, it is vital
to effectively leverage extracurricular activities and
the campus cultural environment in family value
education. Seminars, forums, thematic workshops,
volunteer activities, or trivia contests exploring
family, morality, and lifestyle can create conditions
for students to exchange, share, and form positive
awareness regarding the Vietnamese family value
system. Building a healthy, humane campus
environment that promotes behavioral culture also
plays a crucial role in the value-orienting process for
students.

The family also needs to promote its role as
the primary and sustainable educational environment
for each individual. The care, sharing, and exemplary
behavior of parents exert a direct influence on

students' awareness and behavior regarding family
values. Therefore, it is necessary to enhance
coordination between the family and the school in
managing, educating, and orienting lifestyles for
students, especially in the context where many
students study away from home and are heavily
influenced by the online environment. From there,
the Communist Party of Vietnam determined the need
to: “build a family, school, and social culture aimed
at protecting and preserving fine customs and
traditions, the spirit of mutual affection, solidarity,
gratitude, and respect for morality, combining
tradition and modernity” [2, p.100].

In addition, it is essential to improve
students' ability to selectively internalize information
and their skills in utilizing social networks. Under the
conditions of vigorously developing digital media,
students regularly access multiple information
streams and diverse conceptions of marriage, family,
and lifestyle. Consequently, equipping them with
critical thinking, analytical capacity, and the ability to
select appropriate information is indispensable to
mitigate negative impacts from deviant trends or
those promoting extreme individualism.

Furthermore, students themselves need to
proactively enhance their awareness, self-education
consciousness, and cultivate moral values and
positive lifestyles. Students are not merely recipients
of education but also the direct subjects participating
in preserving and promoting the Vietnamese family
value system. Constructing a responsible living
attitude, knowing how to love, share, and respect
family members will contribute to establishing a
sustainable value foundation for both individuals and
society.

In conclusion, raising students' awareness of
the contemporary Vietnamese family value system
must be executed through coordination among the
school, family, society, and the students themselves.
This is an important imperative to contribute to
preserving and promoting the cultural values of the
Vietnamese family within the context of renovation
and international integration.

1. CONCLUSION

In the current social context, students'
awareness of the Vietnamese family value system is
undergoing numerous transformations under the
impact of the market economy, digital media, and the
process of international integration. Alongside
internalizing modern values, students still need to be
oriented toward preserving and promoting the fine
traditional values of the Vietnamese family.
Therefore, raising students' awareness of the family
value system not only holds significance for the
formation of the younger generation's personality and
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lifestyle but also contributes to preserving and
promoting family cultural values in the contemporary
context. This will contribute to: “successfully
realizing the goal of becoming a developing country
with modern industry and high-middle income by
2030; realizing the vision of becoming a developed,
high-income country by 2045, for a peaceful,
independent, democratic, wealthy, powerful,
prosperous, civilized, and happy Vietnam, firmly
stepping forward toward socialism” [2, p.84]./.
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